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Project Purpose 
The purpose of Joint Village Strategic Planning (JVSP) is to address the impacts of the Bennett Freeze and 

Forced Relocation by planning for infrastructure, housing, community facilities, and economic 
development investments.   

 

JVSP coordinates with the Hopi Tribal Council to advocate for such funding and investment. 
 

Joint Village Strategic Planning (JVSP) has been active since 2017.   
JVSP has held weekly meetings most Tuesday mornings at 10 am MST since the spring of 2020. 

 

JVSP Advocates for Continued Progress on  

Congressionally Directed Spending Water Project for Moenkopi 
 

It was 2019 when the regular refrain at the Upper Moenkopi Village was: “We are going to run out of water by 2025.”  

It was only seven years ago that not only did the Village face the threat of a lack of water, but there were no plans in 

place to address the looming crisis.  
 

Fast forward to 2026.  Today, one water development project is complete.  A second is under construction.  And a third 

solution is funded.   
 

Completed Project.  Thanks to a visionary and strategic commitment by the Hopi Tribe and its Water Energy 

Committee to fund the drilling of Side Rock Wells at Range Unit 251, today a new water supply is in place that not only 

can serve the Side Rock area which is the location of the Planned Community Development District, but the water can 

be made available to Moenkopi.  This opportunity is being addressed through the construction project described 

immediately below.   
 

Project Under Construction.  On the heels of the wise use of the CARES Act funding, the Hopi Tribe and its Water 

Energy Committee, supported by JVSP, allocated up to $25 million for the water transmission line to bring the water 

from the Side Rock Well Field to Moenkopi.  That work is moving along exceptionally well, much to the delight of the 

leadership of the Upper Moenkopi Village.   
 

Funded Project.  In the middle of all of this water development success was advocacy by JVSP through the Hopi Tribe to 

successfully receive a commitment from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to drill Water Well #2 in 

coordination with the Moenkopi Utility Authority (MUA).  With the funding securely in place, the next step for that 

project is the completion of an Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project was moved from JVSP advocacy to the 

Hopi Department of Natural Resources and the Hopi Water Resources Program.  The project has been challenged by 

substantial turnover within the EPA staffing, and JVSP will work to ensure that progress is being made not only on the 

EA, but also the process leading to project construction.   
 

Success Story Profiled in the 2025-2030 CEDS 

The completion of the Hopi Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) in the Summer of 2025 allowed for 

a profiling of this water development project success story.  The success story is shown on Pages 94-97 of the CEDS 

which can be found here and is shown as Attachment A.   

https://hopiresilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2024-2029-CEDS-BOOK-MASTER-v8_compressed.pdf
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