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Project Purpose 
The purpose of Joint Village Strategic Planning (JVSP) is to address the impacts of the Bennett Freeze and 

Forced Relocation by planning for infrastructure, housing, community facilities, and economic 
development investments.   

 

JVSP coordinates with the Hopi Tribal Council to advocate for such funding and investment. 
 

Joint Village Strategic Planning (JVSP) has been active since 2017.   
JVSP has held weekly meetings virtually every Tuesday morning at 10 am MST since the spring of 2020. 

 

 
 

San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe Initiates Planning 
 

 

 

It has always been the vision and goal of Joint Village Strategic Planning (JVSP) to combine our planning product 

with similar plans developed at Navajo and the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe (SJSPT).  All three Tribes have been 

affected by the Bennett Freeze.   

 

 

Building Communities initiated the strategic planning session with a newly-formed Planning Steering Committee 

at SJSPT on October 17-18.  A draft plan has now been distributed to the Planning Steering Committee for their 

review.   

 

 

The primary focus of the SJSPT Strategic Plan is to leverage the water rights settlement that will not only provide a 

certain source of water for the Tribe, but also complete the decades-long effort by the Tribe to have their own 

land.  SJSPT is the only Tribe in Arizona without land holdings.   

 

 

About three months ago, JVSP got in the practice of inviting representation from SJSPT as well as Navajo to the 

weekly meetings in order to foster dialogue on the common challenges and solutions for all three Tribes.  A major 

three-Tribe in-person meeting was held at Yuwheloo Pahki on July 11, 2024.   

 

 

It is anticipated that SJSPT will finalize their Strategic Plan during the first quarter of 2025, setting the stage for 

their own progress as well as the emerging teamwork and partnership with Hopi and Navajo.   

 

 

 


