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Joint Village Strategic Planning  
MEETING NOTES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2025 
10 am Arizona Time 

Zoom Videoconference and Telephone 
 

Attendees: 

• Andrew Gashwazra, Director of Tribal Engagement for Senator Mark Kelly Luther Lee, 

Kim Secakuku, Sam Shingoitewa, San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe President Carlene 

Yellowhair and Brian Cole 
 

Primary Meeting “Take-aways:” 

• Brian Cole extended a warm welcome to incoming San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe 

(SJSPT) President Carlene Yellowhair 

o Carlene Yellowhair noted that she became President of SJSPT on March 3 and 

she was just finishing up her fourth week on the job 

o Yellowhair indicated that she previously served on their Tribal Council in 2020 

o Brian Cole provided a quick synopsis of JVSP and the importance of the 

involvement of SJSPT in the overall process 

o Cole noted that SJSPT has a draft community and economic development 

strategic plan 

o President Yellowhair invited Cole to present the draft plan at 10 am MDT on 

Friday, April 18, 2025 

o Cole noted that President Yellowhair would receive additional information from 

Bailey Anderson 

o President Yellowhair asked for the information to be copied to Vice President 

Johnny Lehi, Jr. and Tribal Council Secretary Keenan Barlow 

• Brian Cole provided a quick summary on the planning that has led to the overall funding 

request which approaches $1 billion to address the impacts of the Bennett Freeze and 

Forced Relocation 

• Cole indicated that Andrew Larson of Indian Health Services (IHS) has been working to 

update documentation associated with the environmental review  

o The Hopi Department of Natural Resources has asked assistance from Building 

Communities to coordinate a Zoom meeting so all parties can be updated on the 

project including the EPA liaison 
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o Andrew Gashwazra noted that the meeting was scheduled for today but Cole 

added that not a sufficient number of people were able to attend the meeting 

o Kim Secakuku recommended that Building Communities reach out to the Water 

Resources Department to see if they would like continued assistance to set up a 

Zoom meeting for a project update 

o Andrew Gashwazra emphasized that it is important to keep progress going on 

the project 

• Hopi Docket 196 

o Kim Secakuku updated the group that Hopi Tribal Council Member Leroy 

Shingoitewa did make a presentation to the Hopi Investment Committee 

o The Hopi Investment Committee indicated that they would continue to take the 

lead on this matter 

• Congressionally Directed Spending (Attachment A) 

o Brian Cole indicated that the process for FY2026 Congressionally Directed 

Spending is open 

o Luther Lee provided a summary of the process which is open for about four 

weeks 

o Lee emphasized that shovel-ready projects up to about $6 million should be 

considered 

o Cole noted that he would coordinate with Andrew Gashwazra related to 

potential projects associated with Tawa’ovi and possibly Yuwehloo Pahki 

Community 

• Thriving Communities Environmental Justice Grantmaking Program 

o Cole indicated that he was directed by the Hopi Tribe to prepare and submit two 

Thriving Communities grant proposals 

▪ One grant proposal would be for a preservation and interpretive plan for 

Dawa Park 

▪ The second proposal would be a feasibility study and business plan for a 

full-service grocery store on the Hopi Reservation 

o Cole noted that both proposals were submitted  

o Cole also noted that he was directed to put together a proposal for a plan for 

housing development on the Hopi Reservation 

▪ Cole indicated that this draft proposal is completed and awaiting review 

by Chief Administrative Officer Jamie Kootswatewa 

▪ Cole stated that Tribal Council Member Leroy Shingoitewa is trying to 

coordinate a meeting with CAO Kootswatewa and Brian Cole and Andrew 

Gashwazra on this matter 

• Telecommunications 

o Sam Shingoitewa asked for an update on renewable energy companies based in 

Phoenix with an interest in Hopi 
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▪ Cole responded that two Phoenix-area solar renewable energy 

companies are interested in advancing projects at Hopi: SunRenu of 

Scottsdale and NeRD Power of Gilbert 

▪ Cole indicated that both of these companies may be making a 

presentation to the Water Energy Committee in the near future 

 

Next Meeting: 

• The next meeting will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, April 15 at 10 am Arizona Time 
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Attachment A 
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