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Project Purpose
he purpose of Joint Village Strategic Planning (JVSP) is to address the impacts of the Bennett Freeze and
Forced Relocation by planning for infrastructure, housing, community facilities, and economic
development investments.
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JVSP coordinates with the Hopi Tribal Council to advocate for such funding and investment.

Joint Village Strategic Planning (JVSP) has been active since 2017.

JVSP has held weekly meetings virtually every Tuesday morning at 10 am MST since the spring of 2020.

JVSP Commits to Advancing Hopi Docket 196 Initiative

With Villages receiving the news that they will likely only receive partial funding from the Hopi Tribe this
year and may not receive any operating funds in the following year, JVSP held a special in-person
meeting at the Upper Moenkopi Village Community Center on Friday, September 27 to discuss taking
the lead on encouraging the Hopi Tribe and the Villages to access funding from Hopi Docket 196.

The Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute and the 1974 Navajo-Hopi Settlement Act led to the federal allocation of
S5 million to the Hopi Tribe as compensation for land lost. Those funds, however, have never been
accessed by the Hopi Tribe. This money, held in a federal account, is now estimated at $75 million. Sixty
percent of this amount (or approximately $45 million) is reserved for the Villages. Forty percent (or
approximately $30 million) is reserved for the Hopi Tribal Government.

Two things must be accomplished in order for the Hopi Tribe to access the funds. First, a plan must be
in place that identifies the intended expenditure of such funding — both by the Tribe and its Villages.
Second, an affirmative vote of the people — a referendum — must accompany the plan.

Hopi Tribal Council Member Leroy Shingoitewa agreed to submit an Action Item before the Hopi Tribal
Council in November 2024 related to this matter.

The Village of Moencopi (Lower) agreed to take the lead, supported by Upper Moenkopi Village and
Yuwehloo Pahki Community to seek funding from the Pandemic Recovery Committee for Fiscal Recovery
Fund (FRF) monies to staff a process that would develop plans for all of the Villages and the Hopi Tribe
that could be put before the people in the form of a referendum. If the referendum would be approved,
funding would be unlocked from the Hopi Docket 196 funds to implement the plans. It would be
anticipated that the funding would be utilized to stabilize Tribal and Village budgets, advance job-
creating and revenue-producing projects, and to maintain some funding for long-term investment.
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