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Joint Village Strategic Planning  
MEETING NOTES 

Tuesday, April 9, 2024 
10 am Arizona Time 

In-person Only 
 

Attendees 

Meeting attendees included:  Olivia Dennis, Program Manager, HUC; Dr. Sarah Abney, Hopi 

Water Resources; Selwyn Sekaquaptewa, Hopi Utilities Corporation; Martina Honie, Board 

Chair, YPC; Kathryn Honie, Business Technician; Andrew Gashwazra, Director, OCPEDLIS; 

Teresita Honie, Board Member, YPC; Ralph Lamson, Hopi Office of Mining and Minerals; 

Yolanda Bydonie; Jennifer Hill, Senior Engineer, DBS&A; James Hill, Office of General Counsel; 

Fred Lomayesva, Office of General Counsel; Neil Yazzie, General Manager, Moenkopi Utility 

Authority; and Brian Cole, President, Building Communities 

 

Purpose of Special Meeting 

This was a special in-person session of JVSP convened at the request of Jennifer Hill on behalf of 

the Hopi Office of General Counsel to share information on the status of the right-of-way and 

planning associated with the transmission line from the Siderock wells to Moenkopi.  The 

handout provided by Jennifer Hill is Attachment A and summarizes the bulk of the presentation.   

 

Presentation by Jennifer Hill, DBS&A 

Jennifer Hill distributed a hard copy of her presentation which is shown as Attachment A.  The 

bulk of the information to be conveyed by Jennifer is contained in the PowerPoint.  Additional 

information is provided below.   

 

Jennifer Hill explained that this all relates to the drilling of the Siderock Well #2 and Siderock 

Well #3 which included a water dispensing station at both wells.  As the funding for the project 

is American Rescue Plan Act funding, there is a deadline of December 31, 2024 to obligate an 

award to a contractor.  As such, Jennifer explained that the intention is to have all of the design 

work completed by October 2024.   

 

The project would include stub outs that could link the water needs of the Poosiwlenena 

project (and other projects).  Jennifer explained that the long-term plan is to drill Well #4 and 

Well #5 in the future.  Because of the loss of elevation, there will be pressure reducing stations 

along the route.   
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The official name of the project is probably the Moenkopi Water Supply Pipeline.   

 

General Counsel Fred Lomayesva explained that this project is actually a subset of the broader 

Little Colorado River Adjudication effort.  The wells serve an intermediate function in the 

broader design.  The finalization of the right-of-way along the Questar Natural Gas Pipeline is a 

part of the water settlement.  Within 20 or 30 years, surface water coming from the Colorado 

River would augment this development.   

 

With respect to the right-of-way, it is along the Questar line.  This is a part of the negotiations 

between the Navajo Nation and the Hopi Tribe.  There will be caps on the utilization of water 

from the N-Aquifer.  A pipeline from Lake Powell to Tuba City would provide a massive increase 

in water availability but this would likely be 20 years from now.  It was noted that this would 

bring 2,300 acre feet of water from Lake Powell to Tuba City.   

 

It is anticipated that the final right-of-way will be approved in May.  Hopi has initiated the 

process to secure the clearances.   

 

Overall, it is 22 miles of eight-inch waterline which uses gravity to bring the water from the well 

fields.  There will be three pressure-reducing stations.  There will be a water tank at Water Well 

#2.  In the future there would be a second water storage tank.  The project is also inclusive of 

buildings and will retail the water dispensing station at Water Well #2 while removing the water 

dispensing station at Well #3.   

 

In addition to the PowerPoint presentation, a map was distributed by Jennifer Hill.  See 

Attachment B.   

 

Fred Lomayesva asked Neil Yazzie for information related to the rates that were being paid at 

Moenkopi for water.  Yazzie explained that the first 5,000 gallons of water is dispensed at $8.15 

per gallon.  There is some discussion of a $0.60 per gallon increase in the near future.  The MUA 

system serves 210 residential connections and 10 business connections.  The current system 

needs an additional $32,000 annually to break even.   

 

In addition to the water usage, there is a base rate of $15 or $20 depending on the meter size.  

Several new meters have bene issued.   

 

There was brief discussion that it would be beneficial to have a local water testing lab.  This 

would increase the speed and lower the cost of necessary testing.   

 

The Village of Moencopi (Lower) is also served as one commercial customer.   
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The total water usage on an annual basis is approximately 16 million gallons per year, or close 

to 1.5 million gallons per month.   

 

Selwyn Sekaquaptewa noted that it is the role of HUC to be a water wholesaler, bringing water 

to the local Village utilities.  HUC has never been set up as a water distribution utility.   

 

Jennifer Hill Noted that the aerial photography, LiDAR, which provides topographical and aerial 

mapping is available to the Hopi Tribe.  It was agreed that this information would be 

transmitted to the OCPDLIS.  Brian Cole provided contact information for Betty Poley to Jennifer 

Hill.   
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 

 

 


