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Joint Village Strategic Planning Meeting Notes 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

10 AM MST 
Zoom Videoconference and Telephone 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
Brian Cole called the meeting to order at 10:14 am MST.  

 
2. Self-introductions 

Meeting attendees included Tim Bodell, Mary Bradley, Andrew Gashwazra, Leroy Shingoitewa, 
Sam Shingoitewa, Robert Sumatzkuku, James Surveyor, Cathy Wright, and Brian Cole.  

  
3. Approach to Hopi Tribal Council 

Leroy Shingoitewa noted that we do have a time certain for the presentation to the Hopi Tribal 
Council.  It will be at 9 am on May 26.  It remains uncertain whether the HTC will meet in person 
or via teleconference.   
 
Leroy Shingoitewa has been in communication with Philton Talahyewa.  Philton will serve to 
introduce the matter before the HTC.   
 
Brian Cole indicated that he has reviewed the PowerPoint for the project and finds that it does 
not need to be updated.  The PowerPoint is shown in Attachment A.  Cole also noted that the 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) is also up to-date.  Cole also noted that the Project Budget for 
the three Villages has been updated.  It is now dated May 6 and labeled as v16.    

 
4. Reports from Villages/Community 

a. Upper Moenkopi Village 
Leroy Shingoitewa noted that he had communication with UMV Board Member Robert 
Charlie.   
 

b. Village of Moencopi (Lower) 
Robert Sumatzkuku indicated that the VML Board is scheduled to be seated this 
Thursday (or else there will be a new election).   
 

c. Yuwehloo Pahki Community 
Cathy Wright noted that she will continue to advise her board of the HTC meeting date.  
Wright indicated that she was hopeful that at least one board member would be in 
attendance.   
 

5. Village Resolutions of Support 
No report.  
 

6. Other Business/Next Meeting/Adjourn 
Tim Bodell provided a thorough review of the status of addressing the long-term water supply 

needs for Moenkopi.  Bodell indicated it would be helpful to formalize the 

understanding/agreement with the Villages either in the form of an MOA (ideal) or a resolution 
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or email.  Notes from a prior conversation between Bodell and Cole are attached as Attachment 

B.   

 

Bodell also requested copies of any masterplans or projects or budgets related to Moenkopi 

development.  The group responded that this would relate to Poosiwlelena community 

development project at VML, Range Unit 251 community development project for UMV, future 

plans for MDC and plans to improve the senior center and assisted family living center.   

 

Leroy Shingoitewa asked Cole to continue his efforts to bring the planning group together on 

Friday, May 14 at 10 am.  Shingoitewa indicated that the AML building would be available for 

the meeting.  People to be invited to the meeting include Leroy Shingoitewa, Philton Talahyewa, 

Robert Sumatzkuku, Andrew Gashwazra, Brian Cole, Linda Honahni, Priscilla Pavatea, Jarrett 

Calniptewa, James Surveyor, Norman Honie, and Tim Bodell.   
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Attachment B 

Tim Bodell/Hopi Utilities Corp 
Telephone Notes 

April 16, 2021 
 
Timothy (Tim) Bodell, P.E. with Hopi Utilities Corp. called to provide some perspectives on the effort 
being coordinated by Upper Moenkopi Village and supported by the Joint Village Strategic Planning 
(JVSP) effort to complete an analysis of the Water Well #9 right-of-way between Black Mesa and 
Moenkopi (and on to Cameron and Laughlin, Nevada).  The goal for Moenkopi is to secure a long-term 
water supply.   
 
Bodell mentioned that he was working with the Hopi Water Energy Committee (HWEC) on similar 
objectives.  He was calling t  d s  ss     t  t    “  t    t d         ” b t     t        ts    t   HWEC 
and JVSP.   
 
Bodell began by noting that the Moenkopi water supply situation is critical.  Moenkopi sits above the 
regional Navajo Aquifer above the Navajo sandstone.  Bodell explained that unlike the rest of Hopi 
which is above a confined area, Moenkopi sits above an unconfined area.  It is better to be above a 
       d     ,  s        t       s     d     d,   t      q   t y “   s   ”         t s      s    .   
 
Bodell explained that the coal slurry line that went to Laughlin, Nevada had depleted the underground 
water supply.  Since closing the waterline operations at Wells #9 and #10, the underground water supply 
has been improving except for the area under Moenkopi.   
 
Meanwhile, a new well has been drilled at Pasture Canyon.   
 
Bodell explained that the Department of the Interior (DOI) and the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) have 
completed what has been known as a Value Planning Process.  This series of meetings considered 
several alternatives and the results of much of that dialogue are confidential.  The bottom line is that 
the transfer of Water Well #9 funding from Black Mesa to Moenkopi is considered the least 
feasible/most expensive option.   
 
Lost.  Challenges relate to distance, elevation and the condition of the Water Well #9 line itself.  In 
addition, Water Well #9 is 36 years old and nearing the end of its useful life.  But the entire area is still a 
superb location to bank water.  The benefits of that could lead to economic development related to a 
data center, other high technology applications that need large volumes of water or even for potential 
mining operations.  Other challenges relate to the lack of power to the wells and the fact that neither 
Hopi nor Navajo own the pipe or the right-of-way.  (The owner of the right-of-way is listed on the New 
     St    Ex        N SE   s “OK1”    “OK1  C” .  It   s   t d t  t        s  ms t    v        d   t 
to OK1 to understand their interest.   
 
We then discussed the Water Well #9 funding request that was put before the CARES Act committee.  
The Hopi Water Energy Committee rejected the proposal noting that they felt that the area had already 
b    st d  d   d t  s     d b   m  t   “m st  x   s v    t      t       d.”  T e preference would 
be to pursue a water source near the Red Lakes area at Range Unit 251, an area with Hwy 160 frontage.  
It is thought that this is the most feasible long-term solution to bring water to Moenkopi.  This is known 
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as the Siderock area.  There are two route alternatives from Siderock to Moenkopi including a route 
along Hwy 160 and another route that would follow the Questar Pipeline.  This would also open up 
other Hopi land for potential development.  The line also goes near Poosiwlelena (the development site 
for Lower Moencopi Village).   
 
A decision was made by the CARES Act committee to use funding to drill the well at Range Unit 251.  
Although it was expensive and testing was necessary, the project was completed.  There was very little 
communication, however, with the villages.  Bodell noted that Mike Elmer, Le Roy Shingoitewa and 
Philton Talahyewa are familiar with the effort.   
 
Bodell continued that Hopi should not view the situation as an either/or dynamic.  That is, while water 
can continue to be brought from Siderock to Moenkopi, it still makes sense to repurpose the slurry line 
that ran from Water Well #9 to Cameron.  The line runs approximately six miles south of Moenkopi.   
 
With respect to the Peabody Well and Water Well #9, as noted above the well is old and the ductile line 
is not reusable for drinking water.  There is some concept to reuse the right-of-way and provide new 
lining within the existing pipeline, but it would be better simply to bury new pipe.   
 
Notably, the last 22 miles of the right-of-way from Peabody to Moenkopi is the same as the Siderock 
route.   
 
Also, notably, the Navajo Tribal Utility Authority (NTUA) is very interested in the project and the route.  
NTUA is prepared to negotiate with Hopi related to acquiring the Questar right-of-way.  Also, the well at 
Siderock is only 400 feet deep, much shallower and therefore less expensive than the Black Mesa area.   
 
Bodell noted that the engineering firm, Daniel B. Stevens and Associates (DBSA) is most familiar with the 
area and the water supply.  DBSA has been involved with the Pasture Canyon area drilling a second well.  
The contact there is Chris Wolf.   
 
Bodell stated that the next step would be to get all of the parties on the same page.  There needs to be 
an MOU that identifies alternatives and to develop some shovel-ready options for potential funding 
through the American Rescue Plan.  This type of development would open up the last 22 miles of the 
right-of-way for new Hopi ranchettes.  It is a beautiful area at Blue Canyon and Middle Mesa.  There are 
seven miles of the route on Hopi and five miles on the Navajo Nation.  Once again, NTUA is very 
favorable to the project.   
 
When the Hopi CARES Act committee reviewed 20 water related projects, the water project at Range 
Unit 251 was considered the second highest priority based on a cost/benefit analysis.   
 
In addition to American Rescue Plan funding, in addition to the direct funding to the Hopi Tribe from the 
$20 billion set aside for Indian Country is an additional $900 million going to the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  
The contact at BIA is John Krause.  Krause has been involved with the Hopi Arsenic Mitigation Project 
(HAMP).  It is highly likely that Hopi could get $20 million of the $900 million for the Moenkopi pipeline.  
The $20 million project would bring water from Siderock to Moenkopi.   
 
Continuing to study options for reuse of the Water Well #9 area continue to make sense.  A water 
banking option (as noted earlier) could draw economic development opportunities.   
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Questar is the parent company of a natural gas operation – Northwest Energy Pipeline.  This pipeline 
runs from the Four Corners area to California just north of the coal slurry line.  It currently serves the 
Tuba City area and the Moenkopi Legacy Inn.   

 

You’   welcome Brian, 
  
We do have  representative pipeline construction  costs  based on current bids. But the most 
intensive part of the study is the ground water modeling to estimate the sustainable pumping yield of 
each potential well field at the comparative locations.  
  
We know Bohanon-Huston from their water line design work.  On our former projects they 
subcontracted out the groundwater modeling scope.  Our preference on this project is to work 
directly with the hydrogeologists already most familiar with the groundwater parameters and the 
pipeline design easily follows. 
  
Based on preliminary research and reconnaissance of all alternatives we recommend well field 
development of the Side Rock Area well field for water transmission to Munqapi villages along the 
proposed Questar and abandoned slurry line alignment future economic development corridors.  
  
The 36 year old 500 gpm well number 9 asset has substantial value to serve future planned water 
intensive projects in the reclaimed mine area (ie. hydrogen production, methane extraction, 
agribusiness, data center, DOD advanced technology  warfare training grounds etc);  that have 
collateral value  to provide Munqapi Senom high paying jobs. 
  
The Well 9 and Well 10 area also present a promising  location  for both tribes  to inject    Colorado 
River allocations into  the confined N Aquifer for water banking and drought mitigation purposes. 
  
Kwa kwah, 
  
  
TIM 
Hopi Utilities Corporation 

 


